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Curated by alumna Bea Goodwin

a concert honoring Wroxton College of
Fairleigh Dickinson University



I am a proud alumna of Wroxton College, class of 2012. Within the walls of Wroxton, I became an

informed artist, a far less limited human being, and one part of a legacy, a community, that far

surpasses any collegiate experience one could ever expect. Wroxton is knitted to your identity, and

all you have learned and all you have met forever stays with you. This place is a safe haven for

curious minds, it should withstand the test of time.

 

In Dr. Mason and Professor Parson’s class, I cultivated my love for the opera. We read the libretto to

Madam Butterfly in their class and they took us to see it realized as a ballet. I had never experienced

the opera prior to that evening, and it left its mark on me forever. Upon graduation, I moved to New

York City and began writing my own libretti and staging opera all over the country. I don’t think I would

have chosen this career, which has brought me such success, such happiness, if it wasn’t for

Wroxton College.

 

I have had the absolute pleasure of curating Teatime Opera, a concert honoring Wroxton College of

Fairleigh Dickinson University, collaborating with artists who prioritized this programming in their busy

schedules, because they knew how much the college meant to me. Each voice you will hear was in

preparation for the Metropolitan Opera 2021-2022 Season after an 18 month shutdown.  

 

The programming consists of famed British composers, “Fairest Isle” from Purcell, “Oh, Better Far to

Live and Die” from Gilbert & Sullivan, a selection from The Rape of Lucretia by Britten, and

contemporary operatic repertoire that I have written with composers Ethan Carlson, William Goss,

Whitney George with a spectacular American Encore of B.E. Boykin’s Moments in Sonder, featuring

the poetry of our beloved poet Maya Angelou.  

 

It is with great honor that I present to you this program. I am humbled to give the gift of music to a

place I love so very much. 
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Bea Goodwin



Program
" FAIREST  ISLE , "  PURCELL ’S  K ING ARTHUR

"OPHELIA , "  CARLSON/GOODWIN VITA

" IT ’S  FUNNY…  , "  GEORGE/GOODWIN PRINCESS  MALEINE

"OH,  BETTER FAR TO L IVE  AND DIE , "  GILBERT &
SULLIVAN P IRATES  OF  PENZANCE

"SHE-WOLF , "  GOSS/GOODWIN

"SPINNING, "  BRITTEN ’S  THE RAPE  OF  LUCRETIA

"MOMENTS IN SONDER , "  B . E .  BOYKIN



Featuring

HELENA BROWN
soprano

DANIELLE
BUONAIUTO

soprano

ERIC LINDSEY
bass

JASON WIRTH
piano

LA CURATA
PRODUCTIONS

film

BEA GOODWIN
curator



M E L A N I E
w r o x t o n  a l u m n u s

No moment is too small
when you're living

somewhere so magical



"FAIREST ISLE , "  PURCELL ’S  KING ARTHUR

 “Fairest Isle” recounts the battles won between Arthur’s Britons

and the Saxons. After his victory, he reunites with his fiance, the

Cornish princess Emmeline. This song embodies the love of the

homeland, where even Venus forsakes her birthplace and marvels

at their island.

 

King Arthur is a semi-opera, that leads King Arthur away from the

Round Table, focusing on love and war, all the while integrating

Greek mythology opera loves so well. 

"OPHELIA , "  CARLSON/GOODWIN VITA

“Ophelia” is the opening song from VITA, a song cycle currently in

development about Vita Sackville-West the days after Virginia

Woolf’s suicide. This cycle is an exploration of life and loss

through the nearly two decade exchange of love letters between

the two women. In “Ophelia,” Vita finally finds the courage to face

the River Ouse where Virginia lies lost at sea. 

" IT ’S  FUNNY… , "  GEORGE/GOODWIN
PRINCESS MALEINE

“Its funny…” also known as ‘the pie aria,’ is the second song in Act

II of Princess Maleine. King Hjalmar slowly is feeling ill in his old

age, or so he thinks, and has the first private moment of reflection

with his daughter-in-law, Princess Maleine. “It’s funny…” is a song

of retrospection, musing about what he would do differently.

Afterall, he did kill Maleine’s father in war.    

 

 Princess Maleine is a critically acclaimed commissioned work

from dell’Arte Opera Ensemble in their 2019 season. It is an

adaptation of both Brothers Grimm Maid Maleen as well as the

unfinished opera by Maurice Maeterlinck and Lili Boulanger, La

Princesse Maleine.  

OperaWire noted the work’s “masterful and spellbinding

storytelling” and ConcertoNet hailed the work “deserves a place

in the American operatic repertory.”



"OH,  BETTER FAR TO LIVE AND DIE , "
GILBERT & SULLIVAN PIRATES OF PENZANCE

“ Oh, Better Far to Live and Die” is a proud proclamation of the Pirate

King himself as his fellow pirate considers leaving piracy. He thinks what

they do is honest, good work.

  

 Pirates of Penzance is one of Gilbert & Sullivan’s most celebrated

comic operas, set on the rocky shores of Cornwall and happily ever

afters are had by all!

"SHE-WOLF , "  GOSS/GOODWIN 

She-Wolf is a 5 movement song cycle about Celtic Warrior Boudica.

The cycle opens with Boudica waking from a dream the evening after

Nero attacks. Movement #1 is a call to action, as she is “ravenous for

Roman blood.” This cycle takes us through the release of Boudica’s

hare, the destruction of Rome, and her suicide. 

 

She-Wolf placed top 12 in the international NATS Art Song Competition

in 2020. 

"SPINNING, "  BRITTEN’S  THE
RAPE OF LUCRETIA

 The Spinning aria is in the second scene of Britten’s The Rape of

Lucretia. It is a song where women discuss their role in life as well

as their fate, for they live a life forever spinning. Shortly after this

song, Tarquinius makes his way to Lucretia’s home and her bed

while her husband is away at war.  

 

 The Rape of Lucretia is a tale of a woman’s violation in 500 BC.

The rape of Lucretia is what lead to a revolt, resulting in the

founding of the Roman Republic. 

"MOMENTS IN SONDER, "  B .E .  BOYKIN

Composer B.E. Boykin selected her favorite Maya Angelou poems

from the newly published Moments in Sonder. This cycle’s poems

are in no particular order, to encourage singers to select songs as

stand alone pieces as well as the entire set.  



H E L E N A  B R O W N ,  s o p r a n o

Lauded as having a "stunningly large round sound," as well as a “steely, velvety” timbre, American dramatic soprano, Helena Brown,

is quickly distinguishing herself as a force of nature for the international stages. Recently, Helena made her role debuts as Mrs.

Dickson in Ricky Ian Gordon and Lynn Nottage’s Intimate Apparel at Lincoln Center Theater, Sieglinde in Die Walküre with Miami

Wagner Institute, Donna Elvira in Don Giovanni with Rioja Lirica/DIVAria Productions, Female Chorus in The Rape of Lucretia with New

Camerata Opera, as well as Serena and Strawberry Woman in Porgy and Bess on the New York Harlem Theater European tour at the

Grand Théâtre de Genève, Chassé Theater, and Amsterdam RAI. 

She appeared at the Metropolitan Opera as an ensemble soloist in Porgy and Bess.

Her feature can be seen on the Met HD broadcast of the production, as well as

PBS Great Performances. Additional appearances include the Glimmerglass

Festival for multiple seasons, most notably to sing Isabella in the American

premiere of The Siege of Calais; Bloody Mary in South Pacific at Opera Roanoke,

concerts with the Norwalk Symphony Orchestra and New Haven Symphony

Orchestra; and as a featured soloist with LOFTrecital and Out of the Box Opera. 

Helena has received awards such as the Top Prize, Robert Lauch Award from the

Wagner Society of New York, the Sergio Franchi Award in the Deborah Voigt/Vero

Beach Opera Competition, Second Place in the Young Patronesses of the

Opera/Florida Grand Opera Vocal Competition, as well as awards/grants from the

Gerda Lissner Foundation, Giulio Gari Foundation, Metropolitan Opera National

Council Auditions in Philadelphia, the Jensen Foundation, Cooper-Bing Competition,

Opera at Florham, Opera Birmingham, Opera Ebony Benjamin Matthews, and the

MetroWest Opera Vocal Competition in Boston.



D A N I E L L E  B U O N A I U T O ,  s o p r a n o

Danielle Buonaiuto’s performances have been praised for their “terrific clarity and color” (Baltimore Sun), her

“entrancing and fluid” singing (DC Metro Theatre Arts), and her “ethereal vocals” that reveal “exquisite vocal

technique and luscious colors” (OperaWire). Danielle maintains an active freelance schedule, presenting art

song, performing chamber music, and appearing as soloist with symphonies and choirs throughout the

United States and Canada. Though an accomplished performer of standard repertoire, she primarily focuses

on working with contemporary composers, especially in commissioning new pieces and cultivating emerging

composers. She has premiered over sixty songs, and has premiered roles in six operas. Danielle is a

founding member of ChamberQUEER, a Brooklyn-based chamber music series that highlights the music of

LGBTQ+ composers.

E R I C  L I N D S E Y ,  b a s s

Celebrated by Opera News for his "fat, resonant bass" and proclaimed as "a singer to watch" by the Virginia Gazette,

bass Eric Lindsey has sung under the direction of conductors Victor DeRenzi, Marcello Cormio, Brent McMunn, Dr.

Raymond Harvey, Ward Holmquist, Pacien Mazzagatti, Chris Fecteau, and Jorge Parodi. Recent engagements for Mr.

Lindsey include the roles of Sarastro in The Magic Flute, the title role in Don Giovanni, Nourabad in The Pearl Fishers,

Dottore Grenvil in La traviata, and his Spoleto Festival USA debut as the 5th Jew in Salome. He has also worked for

companies such as Opera in Williamsburg, VA, Lakeland Opera, Opera Shreveport, Sarasota Opera, and New York City

Opera. He makes his Metropolitan Opera Debut this season in Wagner’s Die Meistersinger von Nürnberg.

 

Mr. Lindsey has also been heavily involved in brand new stage works. He debuted the role of King Hjalmar in the world

premiere of Princess Maleine, by Whitney George and Bea Goodwin for dell'Arte Opera Ensemble, and the role of

Thorvald in a semi-premiere of Far Travelers, an opera about Viking settlers by Jeffrey Leiser and Andrés Soto.



J A S O N  W I R T H ,  p i a n o

"Jason Wirth [spun] a gossamer web of unusual sounds on the piano," writes the The New York Times. A versatile and intrepid

performer, Jason draws on his varied interests to bring new perspectives into his music-making. Jason was born in Minnesota,

and performed on the piano extensively from a very young age, including appearances with the Moscow Philharmonic and the

St. Paul Chamber Orchestra as a soloist. His successful recording of Poulenc's The Story of Babar, with film actor Michael

Douglas narrating, can be heard on iTunes and Amazon/Audible. "Plundered Hearts", an album of songs by celebrated vocal

composer Jorge Martín (Before Night Falls) with mezzo Heather Johnson and baritone Andrew Garland, is also available on

iTunes. 

Jason performed with soprano Lynn Spurgat at Carnegie's Zankel. He was honored to be a guest artist at workshops

performances of Santa Fe Opera and Arizona Opera, presenting new works by Paul Ruders and Clint Borzoni. Educated at

Mannes and the Yale School of Music, Jason is an expert performer of the operatic repertoire and has a deep love and affinity

for art song, cabaret, musical theatre and jazz.

L A  C U A R T A  P R O D U C T I O N S ,  f i l m

David & Francisco Salazar (Writers/Directors/Producers) are award-winning filmmakers and media creators

whose Screenplay "Adrian and Sebastian" was named on the Latinx List from the Black List. Their first

feature "Nowhere," based on the award-winning screenplay, was selected for the Woods Hole Film

Festival where it was the runner up Jury Award winner and Second Runner Up for the Audience Award. It

was also selected for the OUTshine Film Festival and Festival de Cine de Jardin.

  

The Salazar Brothers have also directed a number of short films including "Adrift," "Bullied," "Reverie,"

"Messenger," and "Conciliation." All their films have been showcased at film festivals worldwide. In addition

to their film work, they have collaborated with BMW, Fordham University, Dallas Opera, Jeffrey Parker

Interiors, the New York Opera Fest, Lenny's Studio and Quiñones Healthcare.

https://www.amazon.com/Runaway-Bunny-Including-Story-Goodnight/dp/B00AKIVQPK/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1487020316&sr=1-1&keywords=catherine+zeta-jones+runaway+bunny
https://www.amazon.com/Plundered-Hearts-Wirth/dp/B00KH4XF42
https://itunes.apple.com/us/album/martin-plundered-hearts/id888340763


B E A  G O O D W I N ,  c u r a t o r

Bea Goodwin is a librettist and operatic stage director praised for being “relentlessly clever”

(Voce de Meche) with “masterful, spellbinding storytelling” (OperaWire). Her work has

premiered in iconic New York City theatrical spaces such as BAM, La Mama Experimental

Theatre, DiMenna Center for Classical Music, National Opera Center, as well as site specific

immersive experiences like the Mount Vernon Gardens, the penthouse suite of the Mark Hotel

and the historic Montauk Club. An ASCAP artist, she has been published by Sparks & Wiry

Cries. Her song cycle with composer Will Goss, She-Wolf, placed as a a finalist in the top 12

submissions for this year's international NATS Art Song Composition Award. 



Thank you

The Wroxton Advisory Committee thanks you for your attendance

to this wondrous event. It has been a pleasure to arrange such an

event that supports our love for Wroxton College. 

For additional information regarding Wroxton College, please visit 

 us at https://support.fdu.edu/wroxton/experience

https://support.fdu.edu/wroxton/experience

